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How to use this book: 
This is a daily devotion book, to be used from 

Christ the King Sunday until Baptism of Our Lord 

Sunday.  It traces the story of the birth of 

Jesus in chronological order as told in the 

Gospels of Luke and Matthew.  Each day, take 

time to read the verse slowly.  You might use it 

as a walking meditation, a breath prayer, or a 

prayer with beads.  You might use the images to 

pray in color, or simply as a focal point.  On the 

back side of each day’s reading, you will find 

questions to ponder and a prayer to pray. We 

suggest coming back to this same devotion in the 

morning and the evening, but commit to whatever 

pattern is sustainable for you.  God bless you 

during these seasons of anticipation and 

fulfillment! 
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DAY FIFTY SEVEN 

(SUNDAY) 
Matthew 2:13 NRSV 
The Escape to Egypt 

13 Now after they had left, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Get up, take the child 

and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 

remain there until I tell you; for Herod 

is about to search for the child, to 

destroy him.” 

 

 

 

QUESTION: 

Have you ever had to get up and go 

somewhere without advance notice?  

What was that experience like?  What 

do you think it would have been like to 

unexpectedly have to move with a two 

year old for Mary and Joseph? 

 

 

PRAYER: 
Dear God, sometimes unexpected 

things happen.  When I am in the 

middle of something unexpected, help 

me to know that you are present with 

me.  Amen. 



 

 

DAY FIFTY EIGHT 

(MONDAY) 
Matthew 2:14-15 NRSV 

The Escape to Egypt 
14 Then Joseph got up, took the child 

and his mother by night, and went to 

Egypt, 15 and remained there until the 

death of Herod. This was to fulfill 

what had been spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I 

have called my son.” 

 

QUESTION: 
Have you ever traveled to a foreign 

country?  What was that experience 

like?  If you could travel somewhere, 

where would you go?  What would it 

have been like for Mary and Joseph to 

learn a new language, customs, and 

even cuisine? 

 

 

PRAYER: 
Dear God, today I pray for those who 

live far from home.  Sustain them as 

they learn new things, and comfort 

them when they miss what is familiar.  

Amen.   



DAY FIFTY NINE 

(TUESDAY) 
Matthew 2:16 NRSV 
The Escape to Egypt 

16 When Herod saw that he had been 

tricked by the wise men, he was 

infuriated, and he sent and killed all 

the children in and around Bethlehem 

who were two years old or under, 

according to the time that he had 

learned from the wise men.  

 
 

 

 

QUESTION: 
King Herod’s actions against the 

children in Bethlehem are similar to 

Pharoah’s in Moses’ time.  Why do you 

think he chose to do this?  Where are 

there places in this world where 

something similar is happening, even 

today? 

 

PRAYER: 
Dear Jesus, today I pray for all 

children in the world, in our country, 

and in my community whose lives are 

threatened by violence.  Help me to 

see this danger and act to bring peace.  

Amen.  



  

 

DAY SIXTY (WEDNESDAY) 
Matthew 2:17-18 NRSV 

The Escape to Egypt 
17 Then was fulfilled what had been 

spoken through the prophet 

Jeremiah: 
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 

    wailing and loud  

lamentation, 

Rachel weeping  

for her children; 

    she refused  

to be consoled,  

because they  

are no more.” 

 

 

QUESTION: 
Have you ever been so sad that you 

didn’t know if you would ever be able to 

stop crying?  What was that 

experience like?  What do you think it 

would have been like to lose a child to 

violence?  How can you make a 

difference in the lives of those who 

are mourning loss? 

 

 

PRAYER: 
(pray in your own words for people who 

you know that are sad, mourning, or in 

pain today) 

 



 

 

DAY SIXTY ONE 

(THURSDAY) 

Matthew 2:19-20 NRSV 
The Return from Egypt 

19 When Herod died, an angel of the 

Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 

Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, 

take the child and his mother, and go 

to the land of Israel, for those who 

were seeking the  

child’s life  

are dead.”  

 

 

QUESTION: 
Have you ever received unexpected 

good news?  What was that experience 

like?  How do you think that Mary and 

Joseph felt when they learned that it 

was safe for Jesus to go home? 

 

 

 

PRAYER: 
Dear God, I welcome the good news 

that you bring into my life.  Help me to 

receive it with joy, and to obey your 

commands.  Amen. 



 

 

QUESTION: 
At first, Joseph wanted to bring his 

family back to the place where Jesus 

was born.  Because it wasn’t safe 

there, Mary and Joseph’s story ends 

up in the same town where it began.  

Have you ever been in a situation 

where you didn’t feel safe?  What was 

that experience like?  How did you 

come to feel safe again? 

PRAYER: 
Dear Jesus, I pray for those who are 

in unsafe situations today.  Be with me 

when I do not feel safe, and give me 

the courage to follow your lead.  

Amen. 

 

DAY SIXTY TWO (FRIDAY) 
Matthew 2:21-22 NRSV 

The Return from Egypt 
21 Then Joseph got up, took the child 

and his mother, and went to the land 

of Israel. 22 But when he heard that 

Archelaus was ruling over Judea in 

place of his father Herod, he was 

afraid to go there. And after being 

warned in a dream, he went away to 

the district of Galilee.  
  
  
 

 

 



 

 

QUESTION: 
Consider one more time the town that you 

call home.  What are the benefits of living 

in our community?  The shortfalls?  How 

does living where you live make a 

difference in how you see the world?  

How does knowing Jesus’ backstory make 

a difference in your life? 
 

PRAYER: 
Dear God, I thank you for this season 

of diving deeply into the story of your 

birth.  Help my faith continue to grow, 

even as this time of focused study has 

come to an end.  Amen. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DILIGENT 

STUDY of #JESUSBIRTHATOZ! 

 

THE LAST DAY 

(SATURDAY) 
Matthew 2:23 NRSV 
The Return from Egypt 

23 There he made his home in a town 

called Nazareth, so that what had 

been spoken through the prophets 

might be fulfilled, “He will be called a 

Nazorean.” 

 


